
7th Grade Unit 5 

Term Information Picture 

nonrenewable 
resource 

A natural resource that is 
not replaced in a 
reasonable amount of time 

  

fossil fuels  
Energy rich substance 
formed by the remains of 
organisms 

  

nuclear fission 

The splitting of an atom's 
nucleus into two nuclei 
which releases a lot of 
energy 

  

renewable 
resources 

A resource that is either 
always available or can be 
replaced in a reasonable 
amount of time 

  

ore 

A mineral deposit large 
enough and valuable 
enough to be extracted 
from the ground 

  

crystallize To form a crystal structure 
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salinity Containing salt 

  

desalination 
Removing salt from 
something, such as water 

  

obtain To acquire 

  

birthrate 
The number of people 
born per 1,000 individuals 
in a certain time period 

  

Death rate 
The number of deaths per 
1,000 individuals in a 
certain time period 
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exponential 
growth  

A rate of change that 
increases more and more 
rapidly over time 

  

pollution 

Contamination of Earth's 
land, water or air by 
release of harmful 
substances into the 
environment   

overpopulation 

A condition in which the 
number of humans grows 
beyond what the available 
resources can handle 

  

sustainable use 
The practice of allowing 
natural resources time to 
recover and replenish 
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estimate 
To determine roughly the 
size, shape or nature if 
something 

  

constraints 
The state of being 
restricted 

  

point source 
A specific source of 
pollution that can be 
identified 

  

nonpoint 
source 

A widely spread source of 
pollution that is difficult to 
link to a point of origin   
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emissions  
Pollutants that are 
released into the air 

  

acid rain 

Rain, or another form of 
precipitation that is more 
acidic than normal, caused 
by the release of sulfur 
dioxide and nitrous dioxide 
into the air 

  

deforestation 
The removal of forests to 
use the land for other 
reasons 

  

desertification 

The advance of desert-like 
conditions into areas that 
were previously fertile. 
Caused by over farming, 
overpopulation, drought 
and climate change   
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sewage 

The water and human 
wastes that are washed 
down sinks, toilets and 
showers 

  

sediment 

Small, solid pieces of 
material that come from 
rocks or the remains of 
organisms;Earth materials 
deposited by erosion 

  

thermal 
pollution 

A type of pollution caused 
by factories and power 
plants releasing super-
heated water into bodies 
of water 

  

distributed 
Divided among several or 
many 

  

 


